
John Echternach            Valley District 
 
Education: West Chester Univ., BS Health Education, 1953; Univ. of Pennsylvania Cert. 
In Physical Therapy, 1954; Univ. of Maryland, MS in Anatomy 1965; College of William 
and Mary, Higher Education/Administration , EdD, 1976,  tDPT, MGH-IHP 2003. 
Present/Past Employment: Staff PT, Herman Kiefer Hosp, Detroit MI, 1954; Staff PT, 
USPHS Outpatient Clinic, NY, 1955-56; Staff PT, USPHS Hospital, Baltimore,MD1956-
61; Deputy Chief, PT Dept ,USPHS Outpatient Clinic, NY,1961-66; Chief, PT Dept, 
USPHS Hospital,Norfolk,1966-78; Staff Chief, PT and OT Services, USPHS ,Div. of 
Hosp. And Clinics,1973-78; Director, Program in PT, Old Dominion Univ.(ODU)1978-
92; Chairman, School of  Community Health Professions and PT ,ODU 1983-92,1994-
97; Professor and Eminent Scholar, ODU, 1983-2006)  Present-Professor and Eminent 
Scholar Emeritus, ODU, Adjunct faculty Nova Southeastern Univ.  
 
VPTA Activity:  
 Chairman, Publications Committee (1968 - 1970); Chief Delegate (1981 - 1983), 
Delegate (1984-1988, 1990-1999);   (2003-09) Chairman, Research Committee (1981 - 
1986) (1986 – 1990); Member, Chapter Executive Committee (1981 - 1986, 1992 - 
1996); Vice President (1992 - 1996); Chairman, Legislative Committee (1980 - 1985); 
Member, Board of Directors (1988 - 1992)(2002-2006),Chairman, ethics committee, 
student relations committee, Valley District (2007-present)  
 
APTA Activity:  
 Manuscript Reviewer for: Physical Therapy, Journal of American Physical Therapy 
Association, Journal of Orthopedic and Sports Physical Therapy.  On Site Evaluator, 
accreditation program of the Commission on Accreditation of Physical Therapy 
Education, CAPTE (1975 – Present- Team Leader);  
 Section on Research-(Nominating Committee, Chair 1996-98, Strategic planning 
Committee2001-2), Section on Education (Member of Ad Hoc Committee on 
Accreditation - May 1984); (Member, Special Interest Group - Directors of Physical 
Therapy Programs), Section on Clinical Electrophysiology and wound care  (member), 
Member, Committee on Research, Chairman (1979 - 1980) Member, Task Force on 
Measurement Standards Member, Task Force on Research Documents, Member, 
Advisory Panel on Resource Center for Research and Learning(1994-96),Member and 
chair Catherine Worthingham Fellows selection committee(2003-2006) 
 
Statement:  My reason for seeking this position is that having been a delegate several 
times in the past, I feel I understand the mechanisms and workings of the House of 
Delegates. The House of Delegates is involved in year round governance more and more, 
and the APTA is involved in a study of governance structure. I feel that I have sufficient 
background to bring to these issues a measured response to the discussion of these topics. 
I feel that my past experience in academic and clinical settings, as well as my continued 
activity on behalf of the profession qualifies me for this position. The VPTA’s current 
priorities are very much in line with what I think are the appropriate priorities for the 
profession to pursue. Continued improvement of direct access is an important step in the 
continuing development of the profession of physical therapy within the state of Virginia. 
It’s obvious that we still have continuing work to do in terms of increasing access to 
patients who would benefit from un- encumbered access to our services. I feel that I am 
well suited to be involved in the chapter’s activities during this time of transition of the 
profession. I support the APTA’s vision and mission statement. 
 


